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who had retired. On his advice, the Gaekwar also appoint-
ed his friend Bihari Lai Gupta as the Legal Remembrancer
of the State. The two friends were happy to work together
and looked forward to a fruitful period of cooperation in
the interests of the State. Providence had, however, willed
otherwise, for his tenure as Dewan was short-lived.
Romesh Dutt, as has been noted, had complained of a
pain in his heart as early as 1906. He had consulted emi-
nent physicians, and he had been advised prolonged rest.
He had accepted the advice, for as. he put it himself "Nature
had given me a warning which I should not neglect." He
had snatched periods of rest in his busy life, and the rest
had done him good. The pain had disappeared, except
occasionally at times of stress. He had had himself
examined before accepting the Dewanship of Baroda, and
his heart had been pronounced to be sound.
The duties of a Dewan were, however, strenuous. "It is a
hard grind here," he said, "and the hard-worked administra-
tor is not his own master." As was characteristic of him,
Romesh Dutt threw himself heart and soul into his work.
The last straw, however, came with the visit of Lord and
Lady Minto to the State. The visit entailed a great deal of
work, for which the burden and responsibility fell on
Romesh Dutt. His heart which needed rest could bear it
no longer. At the State Banquet to the visitors on the 15th
November 1909*, Romesh Dutt felt the pain in his heart
again, this time more intense and prolonged than ever be-
fore. Even so-, he would not give up, nor draw attention
to himself. Bathed in perspiration and in great agony, he
went through the dinner, and got up only when all other
•guests did so. It was a great act of self-control, and of
devotion to duty, but it cost him his life. His heart was
irreparably damaged in the process. When he went to bed
that evening the disease had taken a turn which the most

